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The purpose of this essay is to clarify the contradiction of the Divinity of Christ which has been created by the Adult Sabbath School Quarterly touching the subject of Passover.  There is a lot more which can be said about the relevance of the festivals of our Creator, on this topic, however, I will curtail the discussion to focus only on the erroneous view of the Passover projected in the Quarterly.  It is also my aim, in this article, to help the church in taking a fresh look at an old subject, with the hope that enough of my readers, theologians and pastors, will use their influence in bringing this subject to the forefront at the upcoming General Conference Session, to be held in Atlanta GA, summer 2010.  
It is a curious thought that many Seventh-day Adventists would rather be reading the writings of Ellen White above the Bible, in as much as we’ve taken a different posture in our official publications.  Specifically as it relates to the Passover many have entrenched themselves behind her writings, and at times assert meanings to her writings which she herself has not ascribed to.  This practice has been followed by many, and has lead to some very illogical conclusions, leaving our leaders pounding the pulpits Sabbath after Sabbath with the prideful claim: “brethren (Church) we have the truth!”  This attitude has only left the congregation steeped into the delusion that there is no more truth to be revealed on the Scriptures, expect as revealed through the official recognized channel of the church— in particular the Ministry.  I embrace the Ministry, and am not antagonistic to its high calling in Christ, I’m simply stating both an historical and biblical fact that: “Much has been lost because our ministers and people have concluded that we have had all the truth essential for us as a people; but such a conclusion is erroneous and in harmony with the deceptions of Satan; for truth will be constantly unfolding.”  ST May 26, 1890.  From my limited knowledge, among other things, the role of the ministry is to preach the truth, be instant in season and out of season, but not necessarily to be the revealer of new truths, in as much as knowledge will increase on their understandings of the Scriptures.
Without digressing too deeply into church history, I’d like to focus our attention on the current Sabbath School Lesson, with the central object in view of bringing to the forefront a candid discussion on the Statutes, Judgments and Commandments (Mal 4:3) of our Redeemer.  Indeed, He has declared that “Till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or tittle shall in nowise pass away from the law (torah) till all be accomplished (fulfilled).” Matt. 5:18. ASV.
SABBATH AFTERNOON

After quoting 1 Cor. 5:7—“Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us,” the Quarterly asserts that: “At the last Passover that Jesus ate with His disciples, He instituted the Lord's Supper. Taking some of the same elements of the Passover meal, Jesus said, ‘Take, eat; this is my body.’” Then it made the bold claim, challenging the Messiah Himself by declaring: “The Lord's Supper is the Christian Passover, the New Testament parallel to Israel's deliverance from Egypt.”

Let’s be clear, Sunday-keepers call Sunday “the Christian Sabbath,” and as a people, we make much of this, because it is unbiblical.  How much different a claim is it to transform the sanctity of the festival which was instituted by the Saviour—Passover, to the “Christian Passover”—Eucharist, or Communion, and thereby hold it on any day of our choosing?  This is the very same road which the Papacy has walked 18 centuries ago, by calling Sunday sacredness Sabbath holiness!  I encourage the reader to do a quick search in any Bible Dictionary for the phrase “Christian Sabbath” and invariably the Sunday will appear, in as much as that day was never considered by the Bible writers as having any Christian sanctity attached to it.  In like manner, the search for the “Christian Passover” in books on Church history will yield Easter, Eucharist, or Communion, but not Passover!  More will be said on these two festivals later.
Let’s try to understand what Paul meant when he stated, “Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.”  First, let us quickly agree on some standards before going farther.  The word Passover has many and various meanings in the Bible, as shown below:

· Passover—Sacrifice (1 Cor. 5:7)
· Passover—Lamb (Ex. 12:2-7)
· Passover—Day (Luke 22:7)
· Passover—Meal, Supper (Luke 22:15) 
· Passover—Feast of Unleavened Bread (Luke 22:1)

· Passover—Feast (1 Cor. 5:8)

Of the six Biblical renditions given above, Christians in general, and Seventh-day Adventists in particular attribute only one definition to Passover—the Supper (which includes the ceremony of slaying the lamb).  It should not be surprising then, that with such a limited definition driving our thinking, that we end up with a strained view of the Bible and Spirit of Prophecy.  Let’s therefore examine the verse to see what the Bible actually teaches in 1 Cor. 5:7; please fill in the blank below:

“Christ our Passover [ _____ ]  is sacrificed for us.”
a) Day

b) Supper

c) Feast

d) Lamb (Sacrifice)
e) Feast of unleavened bread

You’ve got it! He is our “Passover Lamb,” thus, rather than repeating the word sacrifice twice in the same breath, the Apostle used it once and pointed it to the Passover Lamb.  He did not stop there however, and this is the sad part.  Most church members, as with tunneled vision, will stop just where the Quarterly tells them to.  Armed with this knowledge, I invite you, dear reader, to read the next verse, yes, verse 8, connectively with verse 7: “For even Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us: Therefore let us keep the feast.”  I Cor. 5: 7-8.  After acknowledging Christ as the Passover Lamb, the inspired Apostle commanded the church everywhere to “keep the feast [of Passover].”  There is only one feast he has in mind, and only one which the context will allow—the Passover!  To repeat, we have singular Biblical command to “keep the [Passover] feast.”
The reader should also note that one cannot slay a “day,” nor a “supper,” nor a “feast,” but only a Lamb, even the sacrificial lamb!  Again, the Apostle could not admonish believers everywhere, on the other hand to “keep” the Passover “sacrifice,” or the Passover “lamb,” but only the Passover Supper (feast) which is held on the day (14th day of the first month), commemorating the death of “Christ our Passover” Lamb who has been “sacrificed for us.”  At this point we have already seen strong biblical authority for the divinely appointed feast of Passover, in the Christian Church divest of the “sacrifice,” since the Messiah has become that eternal sacrifice. Thus, for the Christian, Passover must be celebrated with the emblems pointing to that Sacrifice—the unleavened bread and the unleavened wine, in remembrance of Calvary.
Now for the statement, “At the last Passover that Jesus ate with His disciples, He instituted the Lord's Supper;” this requires a working knowledge of church history.  In the early centuries the Christians from the latter part of the first century, and following, started calling Sunday “the Lord’s day,” but this was only a cultural expression which later came to haunt them when Constantine substituted Sunday (“the Lord’s day,” as colloquially used), for the Sabbath (“the Lord’s day,” as Biblically used)!  The same is true of the Passover supper.  Search all the synoptic Gospels (Mathew thru John) and you will not find a single mention of the phrase “Lord’s Supper,” however, with the passage of time, like the “Lord’s day” terminology for Sunday, the Passover started taking on the name, “the Lord’s Supper,” which really meant the agape feast, which was the very Passover ceremony itself, without the sacrifice held on the 14th of First month, according to the Bible (Lev. 23: 5). 
Because they were personally admonished by the Saviour to do this “in remembrance of me,” the early Christians affectionately attached to the feast the Saviour’s Greek title, thus “the Lord’s Supper,” just as we today call the Disciples’ prayer (Luke 11:1-4) “The Lord’s Prayer!”  To be clear, the ceremony of breaking bread and wine, and washing feet, was always known as the Passover by the Christian Church, and for seven hundred years after the Cross, still retained its historical meaning and practice.  In fact, the term “Lord’s Supper” is used only once (1Co 11:20) in the entire New Testament, whereas the term Passover is used 26 times!  On a “weight of evidence” basis then, the term Passover bears the preponderance of evidence.  So to be entirely Biblical, the term “Lord’s Supper” is the “Passover,” and must be understood as such. When used by the Christian Church, the Passover was a replacement festival only in emblem, with the added component of looking back to Calvary, and looking forward to eternity! This topic will be treated more fully in Sunday’s Lesson.  
SUNDAY’S LESSON
The Lesson recommended the reading of Exodus 12:1-29.  The reader should note with peculiar interest that the Bible three times in those 29 verses reminded us that Passover is an ordinance “for ever” (Verse 14, 17, 24).  It is also remarkable to note that this word, “for ever,” carries Strong’s Hebrew # 05769 Mlwe ‘owlam o-lawm’ or Mle ‘olam o-lawm;’  and is used 272 times in the KJV Bible.  It means “long duration, antiquity, futurity, for ever, ever, everlasting, evermore, perpetual.”  This is the same Hebrew word describing the seventh-day Sabbath as “perpetual,” (Ex. 31:16).  To therefore, throw out Passover’s “perpetual” emphasis on the basis that the word means “until it is used up,” would be folly, because we would be forced to use the same logic against the seventh-day of the week—Sabbath, and like others, nail it to the cross with the sacrificial Lamb! Placed a different way, if the “perpetual” mention regarding the Sabbath is reason enough to keep it in force today, though divest of the abundance of sacrifices which were continually offered on it (Num 28:9-10, please read these verses.), in like manner, the “perpetual” mention attaching to the Passover and its abundant sacrifices back then, should not excuse us from keeping Passover today.  In as much as Christians today do not slay a lamb on the Sabbath day in order to keep it holy, no more are we required to slay a Passover lamb on the 14th of Nissan, since, as mentioned earlier, the Messiah became the perpetual sacrifice—the veil of the temple has been rent in twain—the true Passover Lamb is here!
A centerpiece of this Sabbath School Lesson is to silence the notion, in the reader’s mind, that Passover has any relevance beyond the cross! And here they take the first and major jab at it in the following dialectic: “How are the followers of Jesus to commemorate the Passover today? Luke 22:15, 19, 20. What is this service to remind us of?”  They then provided the answer they wanted the reader to focus on: "Christ was standing at the point of transition between two economies and their two great festivals. He, the spotless Lamb of God, was about to present Himself as a sin offering, that He would thus bring to an end the system of types and ceremonies that for four thousand years had pointed to His death. As He ate the Passover with His disciples, He instituted in its place the service that was to be the memorial of His great sacrifice. The national festival of the Jews was to pass away forever. The service which Christ established was to be observed by His followers in all lands and through all ages. . . ."The ordinance of the Lord's Supper was given to commemorate the great deliverance wrought out as the result of the death of Christ. . . . It is the means by which His great work for us is to be kept fresh in our minds."—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, pp. 652, 653. 
It is important in the discovery of truth to be objective, to be “close readers and logical thinkers,” rather than bait hunters, let me explain:  The statement, “The national festival of the Jews was to pass away forever.” It is the proof of all statements for many readers, and in this they see Ellen White teaching that the Passover day, and everything attached to it, has forever ended at Calvary.  Before we get too hasty in our conclusions, let’s first make sure that this conclusion would not contradict a cardinal teaching of the Bible, thereby making her a false prophetess, or Christ a false Messiah!  Let’s now compare the two:

	The Messiah
	Ellen White

	“Then He said to them, "With fervent desire I have desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer;  - Luk 22:16 - for I say to you, I will no longer eat of it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God." Luke 22: 15-16

	“As He ate the Passover with His disciples, He instituted in its place the service that was to be the memorial of His great sacrifice. The national festival of the Jews was to pass away forever. The service which Christ established was to be observed by His followers in all lands and through all ages.” DA, p. 652.


Now we have a challenge on our hands—an apparent contradiction!  For some it would be an easy matter to cast Ellen white in the bin of false prophets, while for others, it would be just as easy to say that since they both contradict each other, it really doesn’t matter, because Christ spoke in parables, and many of His words have a deeper meaning which is open to any interpretation.  For this author, however, the answer is more deep-seated, because it challenges the Divinity of the Son of the Highest.  I contend that both statements are in perfect agreement, and that the apparent contradiction is in the way we perceive them, based on our preconceived assumptions which we bring to bear on the discussion.
The class who sees Passover as having been terminated at the cross, cannot deal with Christ himself declaring that it will be “fulfilled in the kingdom of God,” an event which is yet future!  And to disagree with Ellen White on this point would spread the pall of error over her writings!  What a dilemma!  To harmonize both statements, the reader must go back to Sabbath’s Lesson (page-2 above) to get foundations for the phrase “the Lord’s Supper.”  Suffice to say that Passover is an “ordinance for ever”—as perpetual as the Sabbath, and for this reason our Saviour projected its fulfillment in eternity! Let’s now do a quick reading exercise:

“Then He said to them, ‘With fervent desire I have desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer;  - Luk 22:16 - for I say to you, I will no longer eat of it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.’” Luke 22: 15-16.  Based on these two verses, answer the question below:  What did Christ say will be fulfilled in the kingdom of God?
a) The Communion

b) The Eucharist

c) The Lord’s Supper

d) The Passover

e) None of the above

f) It is too confusing.  I don’t understand what these verses mean.

Yes, the correct answer is “the Passover!”  Friend, if the Saviour tells us that the Passover is yet future, even to be celebrated in eternity—the Kingdom—who are we to teach that it has ended at the Cross?  Are we adding to the Scriptures?  Are we challenging His authority?  Have we taken on the spirit of him who has declared he will “change the appointed times and the law” (Dan. 7:25)?  
“The work typified by the Passover extends on down through the ages, and will not have fully met its antitype until the children of God are forever freed from the power of the enemy of all righteousness.  It was at midnight that the destroying angel passed throughout Egypt…so it will be at midnight that God will manifest His power for the final deliverance of His people.” The Cross and Its Shadow, Stephen N. Haskell, pp. 98.

Now let’s take The Desire of Ages again, this time more objectively, realizing that just as one cannot build a doctrine out of one verse in the Bible, no more can one prop up a point of doctrine based on one statement from EG White, divest of Biblical authority!  Let’s cast the statement again, this time with brackets to amplify its meaning:

“Christ was standing at the point of transition between two economies and their two great festivals. He, the spotless Lamb of God, was about to present Himself as a sin offering [Passover Lamb], that He would thus bring to an end the system of types and ceremonies [Sacrificial System] that for four thousand years [Passover lasted 1500 years from Moses to Messiah!] had pointed to His death [as the sacrificial Lamb]. As He ate the Passover [supper] with His disciples, He instituted in its place the service that was to be the memorial of His great sacrifice [unleavened bread and unleavened wine]. The national festival of the Jews [the Passover sacrificial system] was to pass away forever. The service which Christ established [bread and wine] was to be observed by His followers in all lands and through all ages.  {DA 652.2}

Rightly understood then, that which was to be done away with was the “sacrifice” which for four thousand years pointed to the death of Messiah.  As stated in brackets above, the Passover was not in existence for 4000 years, however the sacrificial system was.  Every Bible Student knows that from the Exodus to Messiah was some fifteen Centuries, a far cry from 4,000 years. The Saviour of the world Himself, being the Passover Lamb, nullified all sacrifices in his ignominious death on Calvary, and this is what prophecy actually declares to have been terminated: “and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease.”  Dan 9:27.   As a point of emphasis, the prophecies pointing to the death of Messiah declare not that He will terminate, or end, any holy day, but rather that, He “caused the sacrifice and oblation” to cease.  Sacrifices and Oblations are Blood offerings and rituals of grain and drink offerings etc., they do not extend to any holy day.  Any holy day has never been called a “sacrifice” or an “oblation.”  Be sure to check the Bible on this too.
Note:
Ceremonial Laws [or sacrificial laws] are never called “statutes.” 

Feasts and Festivals (all over the Old Testament, and especially in Lev 23), are referred to “statutes” that are to be “kept forever.”  Every statute given in the Torah is part of the 10 Commandments.  These statutes give us further detail on each particular commandment. 

None of the statutes have been:

1. “done away with” 

2. “fulfilled”

3. “considered ceremonial”
I now ask the reader to evaluate these additional statements by the same author of The Desire of Ages:
“‘In the midst of the week He shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease.’ Dan. 9:27. In the spring of A. D. 31, Christ the true sacrifice was offered on Calvary. Then the veil of the temple was rent in twain, showing that the sacredness and significance of the sacrificial service had departed. The time had come for the earthly sacrifice and oblation to cease.  Desire of Ages page 233.  Please note that “the sacrificial service” is what she said “had departed,” not the Passover as a day!  Be sure to read line upon line, and precept upon precept, don’t be gullible to jump at any bait in the Quarterly.
“The slaying of the Passover lamb was a shadow of the death of Christ.  GC 399

“As He now ate the Passover with His disciples, He put an end to the sacrifices which for four thousand years had been offered.”  5BC 1139.  
These last two quotations are worthy of juxtaposing with the one produced in the Quarterly:

	EGW in Desire of Ages
	EGW in Other Works

	“He, the spotless Lamb of God, was about to present Himself as a sin offering, that He would thus bring to an end the system of types and ceremonies that for four thousand years had pointed to His death. As He ate the Passover with His disciples, He instituted in its place the service that was to be the memorial of His great sacrifice.” DA, p. 652.
	“The slaying of the Passover lamb was a shadow of the death of Christ.  GC 399

“As He now ate the Passover with His disciples, He put an end to the sacrifices which for four thousand years had been offered.”  5BC 1139.  




As if to clear any future doubts to this questions, Ellen White further comments: “At the moment when Christ breathed His last, there were witnesses in the temple who beheld the strong, heavy material rent by unseen hands from top to bottom. This act signified to the heavenly universe, and to a world corrupted by sin, that a new and living way had been opened to the fallen race, that all sacrificial offerings terminated in the one great offering of the Son of God.”  5BC 1109.
Have you noticed that she did not say “all feast days terminated,” but “all sacrifices terminated”?  This is exactly what the Bible teaches.  This is all that the Christian church taught and practiced for over 300 years after the cross!  And this is what I am asking the General Conference to take a fresh look into.  We have nothing to lose by being obedient to the teachings of the Scriptures, only heaven to gain.

There are many Seventh-day Adventists who are scholars in the history produced by our Church, but will not turn another leaf on the pages of history beyond what is written in The Great Controversy, or in Bible Readings for The Home.  Knowing this fact, I shall provide historical evidences which are available at any average library across the world and are in abundance in any standard encyclopedia. Did I mention the Internet? From my experience as a Seventh-day Adventist, I know that we will spare no option to prove the continuance of the Sabbath throughout history; we will search under the pope’s chair, so to speak, to provide documentation affirming the historicity of the Sabbath. Let us now look at the historians’ pen below with the same degree of scholarship and enthusiasm:
“Since Saturday, not Sunday, is specified in the Bible, isn’t it curious that non-Catholics who profess to take their religion directly form the Bible and not form the Church, observe Sunday instead of Saturday?  Yes, of course, it is inconsistent.” John A. O’Brien, The Faith of Millions, pp.  400-401, as quoted in Seventh-day Adventists Believe…27, pp. 259-260.

When it suits our aims, we spare no chance of declaring the truth as recorded in history, and here we have produced from “the Roman Catholic scholar” his view of the Sabbath-Sunday controversy.  I will only take one issue with Mr. O’Brien here, and thus our Church, that no where in the Bible does it say to keep “Saturday,” thus, it is incorrect to state that  “Saturday... is specified in the Bible.”  I know it serves a sensational argument in “defense” of the Sabbath, but an unbiblical one, nonetheless!
“The New Law has its own spirit, its own Sacrifice, and its own feasts, which have taken the place of those appointed in the Law of Moses.  If we would know the days to be observed, or the regulations about them, or the spirit in which they are to be kept holy, we must go to the Catholic Church, not to the Mosaic Law.” The Threshold of the Catholic Church—A Course of Plain Instructions for those Entering her Communion, by Rev. John B. Bagshawe, Author of “The Catechism, Illustrated  With Passages From The Holy Scriptures,”  London, 1873, p. 99; Also published in The Signs of the Times, Nov. 4, 1919. (Italics and emphasis added). This statement from the Roman Catholics also bolsters our historic position that the Papacy has tampered with the Sabbath.
Now here is a more familiar challenge we have historically read at most revivals, and have baptized many Sunday-keeping pastors who failed the challenge.  I will give the full length version of what is now known as the $1000 challenge:

June 1, 1905

Dear Friend, 
I have offered and still offer $1000 to any one who can prove to me from the Bible alone that I am bound, under grievous sin to keep Sunday holy. It was the Catholic Church which made the law obliging us to keep Sunday holy. The church made this law long after the Bible was written. Hence said law is not in the Bible.  Christ, our Lord empowered his church to make laws binding in conscience. He said to his apostles and their lawful successors in the  priesthood “Whatsoever you shall bind on earth shall be binding in heaven.” Matthew 16:19. Matthew 18:17. Luke 16:19. The Catholic Church abolished not only the Sabbath, but all the other Jewish festivals.  Pray and study. I shall be always glad to help you as long as you honestly study the truth. Respectfully, T. Enright, C.S.S.R. 

St. Alphonsus (Rock) Church, St. Louis, MO. (I have the mimeographed copy of this letter in Mr. Enright’s own handwriting and church letter head). 

Since this letter gave acknowledgement to the fact that “the Catholic Church abolished …all the other Jewish feasts,” is it possible that she told when this transaction occurred, and what feasts are involved?  Read more:
"As to the Sabbath, which was a sign recalling the first creation, its place is taken by the Lord's Day, which recalls the beginning of the new creature in the Resurrection of Christ. In like manner other solemnities of the Old Law are supplanted by new solemnities because the blessings vouchsafed to that people foreshadowed the favours granted us by Christ. Hence the feast of the Passover gave place to the feast of Christ's Passion and Resurrection; the feast of Pentecost when the Old Law was given, to the feast of Pentecost on which was given the Law of the living spirit; the feast of the New Moon, to the feast of the Blessed Virgin, when appeared the first rays of the sun, that is Christ, by the fullness of grace; the feast of Trumpets, to the feasts of the Apostles; the feast of Expiation, to the feasts of Martyrs and Confessors; the feast of Tabernacles, to the feast of the Church Dedication; the feast of the Assembly and Collection, to the feast of the Angels, or else to the feasts of All Saints."  Saint Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologica, Question CIII, Of The Duration Of The Ceremonial Precepts, Article 3.

Now, dear reader, the Church of Rome has told us that they have abolished every Jewish institution bequeathed to the Christian Church, and has replaced them with her own feasts.  Thus, when the question was asked: “How prove you that the Church has power to command feasts and holydays?”  The answer given was: “By the very act of changing the Sabbath into Sunday, which Protestants allow of; and therefore they fondly contradict themselves, by keeping Sunday strictly, and breaking most other feasts commanded by the same Church.” Bible Readings For the Home, p. 417.  It is now left for you to decide whether you will join Rome’s apostasy and trampling of the truth under feet, or whether you, like the reformers will be a Protestant!  You know from this essay where I stand.  I encourage you to take a stand too, not with me, but on the platform of Truth.
Right here in our own Bible Resource Reference, we have correctly reproduced the claims of the Catholics which prove that there are other “feasts” which they instituted to replace those mentioned in the Torah.

Sacred History Reveals The Passover In The Christian Church for Centuries
“There is no indication of the observance of the Easter festival in the New Testament, or in the writings of the apostolic Fathers. The first Christians continued to observe the Jewish festivals, though in a new spirit, as commemorations of events which those festivals had foreshadowed. Thus the Passover, with a new conception added to it, of Christ as the true Paschal Lamb and the first fruits from the dead, continued to be observed.” Encyclopedia Britannica 11th edition, P. 828 (Italics and emphasis supplied).
“The quartodeciman minority remained faithful to their previous practice throughout the whole of the 3rd century,...(later) the council of Nicea expelled the Quartodecimans from the ecclesiastical community. Thereafter, their numbers continually declined, though even into the fifth century the great church had to deal with them on occasion.” Karl Baus, The Apostolic Community to Constantine, P. 271. 

“In the second century of our era there were many churches in Asia which kept the fourteenth day (Passover). They were called Quartadecimans, which means the keepers of the fourteenth day of the lunar month. Among the observers of the quartadeciman festival are counted Polycarp ...it is (also) incontrovertibly clear that the quartadeciman Christians celebrated Passover. The name and the date of the festival are the same as in the Israelite calendar... The quartodeciman Christians commemorated only the Death of the Lord Jesus, and not his Resurrection.” The Encyclopedia Britannica, Passover.
“Therefore we keep the day undeviatingly, neither adding nor taking away, for in Asia (area of Paul’s ministry) great luminaries sleep, and they will rise on the day of the coming of the Lord, when He shall come with glory from heaven and seek out all the saints. Such were Phillip and two of his daughters, there is also John, who lay on the Lord’s breast, and there is also Polycarp at Smyrna, both bishop and martyr, Thraseas, both bishop and martyr from Eunemaea…All these kept the fourteenth day of the Passover according to the gospel, never swerving but following according to the rule of the faith . .And I also, Polycrates, the least of you all, live according to the tradition of my kinsmen, and some of them have I followed. For seven of my family were bishops and I am the eighth, and my kinsmen ever kept the day when the people put away the leaven, therefore brethren, I who have lived sixty-five years in the Lord and conversed with brethren from every country, and have studied all holy Scripture am not afraid of threats, for they have said, who were greater than I, ‘It is better to obey God rather than men.’” SDA Bible Commentary Vol. 9, p. 362
Polycarp was a disciple of John “the disciple whom the Lord loved,” the one who wrote the Revelation!  This faithful saint was slaughtered for keeping the Passover, a practice he learned from the aged Apostle!

Towards the latter portion of the nineteenth century, Dr. Samuel Kohn, the Chief Rabbi of Budapest Hungary recognized the fervor of the Waldenses Christians thusly:  

Of the Christian groups in Transylvania during this period [1588-1623], there were those who restored the original and true Christianity, in that they actually accepted and practiced Jewish religious customs and statutes which the Old Testament prescribes and which original Christianity observed as binding and only later discarded. DIE SABBATHARIER IN SIEBENBURGEN Ihre Geshichte, Literatur, und Dogmatik, Budapest, Verlag von Singer & Wolfer, 1894; Leipzig, Verlag von Franz Wagner, p. 8.

"The first Christians being mostly Jews, continued to celebrate the Passover in remembrance of the death of Christ, the true Passover; and this was continued among those who from among the Gentiles had turned to Christ.  Accordingly, the celebration was always on the Passover day,—the fourteenth of the first month.  Rome, however, and from her all the West, adopted the day of the sun as the day of this celebration.  According to the Eastern custom, the celebration, being on the fourteenth day of the month, would of course fall on different days of the week as the years revolved.  The rule of Rome was that the celebration must always be on a Sunday—the Sunday nearest to the fourteenth day of the first month of the Jewish year.  And if the fourteenth day of that month should itself be a Sunday, then the celebration was not to be held on that day, but upon the next Sunday.  One reason of this was not only to be as like the heathen as possible, but to be as unlike the Jews as possible; this in order not only to facilitate the 'conversion' of the heathen by conforming to their customs, but also by pandering to their spirit of contempt and hatred of the Jews.  It was upon this point that the bishop of Rome made his first open attempt at absolutism."  The Great Empires of Bible Prophecy, A.T. Jones, p. 383.
"At Philippi Paul tarried to keep the Passover. Only Luke remained with him, the other members of the company passing on to Troas to await him there. The Philippians were the most loving and truehearted of the apostle's converts, and during the eight days of the feast he enjoyed peaceful and happy communion with them." E.G. White, The Acts of the Apostles, page 390-391.

"Christ gave to Moses...precepts which were to govern the every day life.  These statutes were explicitly given to guard the Ten Commandments.  They were not shadowy types to pass away with the death of Christ. They were to be binding upon man in every age as long as time should last."  E.G. White Comments, SDA Bible Commentary, Vol.1, p. 1104.  [R&H, May 6, 1875 – The Law of God]
As a Christian today, learning the truths of the historic faith handed down from the Apostles of the Lamb, the prominent question in my mind is: “since the Apostles bequeathed Passover to the Christian church, why is it not recognized and observed by modern Christianity today?”  The answer seems rather obvious:  we have yielded conscience to the dictates of another master, even Constantine, the Great Roman Pope and Emperor, who declared of Passover: “And first of all it appeared an unworthy thing that in the celebration of this most holy feast we should follow the practice of the Jews, who have impiously defiled their hands with the enormous sin, and are, therefore, deservedly afflicted with blindness of soul….Let us then have nothing in common with the detestable Jewish crowd; for we have received from our Saviour a different way.  A course at once legitimate and honorable lies open to our most holy religion.  Beloved brethren, let us with one consent adopt this course, and withdraw ourselves from all participation in their baseness.  For their boast is absurd indeed, that it is not in our power without instruction from them to observe these things.” Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary Vol. 9, p. 363.  Thus, hatred for the Jews and their so-called heritage compelled Constantine to lead the charge of his anti-Semitic practice by “having nothing in common with the Jews.”  The doctrine of contempt for Jewishness, was then created, which later fomented Hitler’s wrath in the execution of some 6 million in recent times!

Are Sabbath and Passover Catalogued amongst the Feasts of YHWH?

A loyal Adventist student will immediately say “no,” Passover is Ceremonial whereas Sabbath is Moral.  This is a part of the legacy of St. Thomas Aquinas’s Suma-Theologica dissertation, but it is not true to the Scriptures.   Read Leviticus 23:1-43, and you will see seven feasts mentioned after the Seventh-day Sabbath feast – and they are called “My feasts” by YHWH:

1) The Seventh-day Sabbath—(verses 2-3)
2) The Passover—(verse 5)

3) The Feast of Unleavened Bread—(Verses 6-14)

4) The Feast of Firstfruits—(verse 10)

5) The Feast of Weeks—(or Pentecost)—(verses 15-21)

6) The Feast of Trumpets—( verse 22)

7) The Day of Atonement—( verses 24-32)

8) The Feast of Tabernacles—( verses 33-43)

The Bible concluded by stating, “And Moses declared unto the children of Israel the feasts of YHWH” Lev. 23: 44.  Note whose feasts they are, and that the seventh-day Sabbath is interwoven in them!  Like the Sabbath, all these days are called “holy convocations.”
I am calling on all our scholars who are reading this hastily put-together essay to bring their spiritual muscles to bear on this eternal topic.  If we are wrong on this point, could we be wrong in other areas?  I’ll close with these inspired statements:
“If professed Christians would but carefully and prayerfully compare their views with the Scriptures, laying aside all pride of opinion and desire for the supremacy, a flood of light would be shed upon the churches now wandering in the darkness of error. As fast as his people can bear it, the Lord reveals to them their errors in doctrine and their defects of character. From age to age he has raised up men and qualified them to do a special work needed in their time. But to none of these did he commit all the light which was to be given to the world. Wisdom does not die with them. It was not the will of God that the work of reform should cease with the going out of Luther's life; it was not his will that at the death of the Wesleys the Christian faith should become stereotyped. The work of reform is progressive. Go forward, is the command of our great Leader,--forward unto victory.” {4SP 186.1}
“We shall not be accepted and honored of God in doing the same work that our fathers did. We do not occupy the position which they occupied in the unfolding of truth. In order to be accepted and honored as they were, we must improve the light which shines upon us, as they improved that which shone upon them; we must do as they would have done, had they lived in our day. Luther and the Wesleys were reformers in their time. It is our duty to continue the work of reform. If we neglect to heed the light, it will become darkness; and the degree of darkness will be proportionate to the light rejected.” {4SP 186.2}

“The prophet of God declares that in the last days knowledge shall be increased. There are new truths to be revealed to the humble seeker. The teachings of God's word are to be freed from the errors and superstition with which they have been encumbered. Doctrines that are not sanctioned by the Scriptures have been widely taught, and many have honestly accepted them; but when the truth is revealed, it becomes the duty of every one to accept it. Those who allow worldly interests, desire for popularity, or pride of opinion, to separate them from the truth, must render an account to God for their neglect.” {4SP 186.3}
********

"Before the final visitation of God's judgments upon the earth there will be among the people of the Lord such a revival of primitive godliness as has not been witnessed since apostolic times. The Spirit and power of God will be poured out upon His children. At that time many will separate themselves from those churches in which the love of this world has supplanted love for God and His Word. Many, both of ministers and people, will gladly accept those great truths which God has caused to be proclaimed at this time to prepare a people for the Lord's second coming.”  E.G. White, The Great Controversy, p. 464.
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